5th October 2009
Around two thirds of commercial properties on the market in Crawley are breaching Energy Performance Certificate legislation
An estimated two thirds of the commercial properties going onto the market in and around Crawley are breaching Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) legislation despite it coming into force nearly two years ago, according to local environmental management and compliance specialist, Envos.

Andy McBean, who covers West Sussex in his role as Regional Director of Envos, is warning that commercial landlords and property owners in Crawley will be hit by fines from local authorities unless they start adhering to the EPC environmental legislation. Envos estimates that around 50 per cent of the properties within five miles of Crawley town centre being marketed without an EPC are office properties, with around a quarter of them being industrial and warehousing properties.
Envos is talking to property owners, managers, local authorities and property agents at the Current Property Issues Conference 2009 at The Hawth Theatre in Crawley on October 8th about recent and future environmental legislation including EPCs and Carbon Reduction Commitment (CRC) which will affect large energy-using companies.
Andy McBean, Regional Director, Envos, said: “Firms are breaking the law if they market their property for sale or rent without an EPC, yet in our experience the majority of commercial properties going on the market at the moment still do so without having obtained one. Commercial property owners should be aware that they could be fined up to £5,000 for non compliance.
“Apart from the incentive of avoiding fines, firms could actually make significant savings by obtaining an EPC and acting on its recommendations to make their properties more energy efficient. And let’s not forget, the main point of EPCs is the environmental benefits they should stimulate.”
Envos, which specialises in environmental and energy use audits for commercial and residential property, including a range of regulations including Energy Performance Certificates, BREEAM, Display Energy Certificates and Code for Sustainable Homes, which all commercial property owners need to be aware of. With Carbon Reduction Commitment legislation coming into force in April 2010, the company is warning that some firms around Crawley could be vulnerable to more financial penalties.
“The Crawley and Gatwick area is home to many large companies,” explains Andy McBean, “and the large energy users are the ones who will be made to pay a considerable sum of money for their greenhouse gas emissions come next April. Firms in the area would be well-advised to address the energy efficiency of their buildings sooner rather than later to cut their own costs as well as avoid being financially penalised by the government.”
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Notes to editors

About Envos

Envos is an independent, environmental management and compliance specialist providing energy certification and carbon management and Environmental Management System audits to the commercial and residential property market in the United Kingdom. Founded in 2008, Envos has franchised offices around the UK. The firm provides dedicated Envos Environmental Management System assessments, Energy Performance Certificates, Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM) audits, Display Energy Certificate surveys, Standard Assessment Procedure and Code for Sustainable Homes audits. 






