24 November 2009
ENVOS AGREES STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP WITH LEADING BIRMINGHAM LAW FIRM ANTHONY COLLINS SOLICITORS LLP
Envos, the rapidly-growing environmental management and compliance consultancy, has agreed a strategic partnership with leading Birmingham law firm Anthony Collins Solicitors LLP, which will see Envos providing environmental consultancy and auditing for the firm’s clients.  It also gives Envos’ clients ready access to high quality legal advice on commercial matters including commercial conveyancing, regulatory issues and the purchase of carbon-reducing technology.
The partnership will mainly focus around Anthony Collins Solicitors’ conveyancing and planning work for commercial property owners and on the provision of Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme audits, helping the firm’s clients ensure that they meet the growing demands of UK and EU driven environmental legislation.

The agreement comes as a range of UK companies (including supermarket chains, hotel chains, and office-based service organisations) prepare for the introduction of the Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency scheme in April 2010 which will require those firms using more than 6,000 MWh / year of electricity (amounting to an electricity bill of around £500,000 a year) to register their annual energy usage, and ultimately to buy allowances covering their energy-use carbon footprints. 

The scheme effectively rolls out the concept of carbon trading to smaller organisations in a wider range of business sectors and Anthony Collins Solicitors is keen to ensure it has a specialist environmental consultant on board to supplement its legal services and help its clients adopt a practical approach to  the new legislation.

In addition Envos will offer the clients of Anthony Collins Solicitors consultancy around the Code for Sustainable Homes environmental planning laws and provide environmental consultancy advice around sales and conveyancing for commercial property, particularly focusing on Energy Performance Certificate audits.
The partnership is the latest in a number of significant agreements signed by Envos as it continues to grow its environmental auditing and compliance services across the UK, via the roll out of franchised operations. 

Wade Barker, Managing Director of Envos, stated: “We are delighted to have signed this strategic partnership agreement with Anthony Collins Solicitors LLP, which, from its office in Birmingham, is one of the UK’s leading law firms. 

“This agreement underlines Envos’ ability to provide a UK-wide service and to work in partnership with property service and legal firms to provide tailored environmental consultancy and auditing as an integral part of the wider service they offer.”
Sarah Webb, Partner at Anthony Collins Solicitors, said: “This partnership with Envos broadens our existing offering to clients enabling them to keep on top of the green agenda and ensure that they can quickly implement the changes required to meet the demands of environmental legislation, including the CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme when it is introduced in April 2010.
”Many businesses in the West Midlands and further afield are already seeking clarification on their legal obligations under new UK and EU driven environmental legislation and, it is very important for us to be able to provide access to environmental auditing and advice, thereby adding a further dimension to the value we can offer clients as they look to understand their obligations under the growing remit of environmental legislation.” 
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Notes to editors

About Envos

Envos is an independent, environmental management and compliance specialist providing energy certification and carbon management and Environmental Management System audits to the commercial and residential property market in the United Kingdom. Founded in 2008, Envos has franchised offices in London, Broadstairs (Kent), Birmingham, Corby (Northants), Sidmouth (Devon), Glasgow and Edinburgh and is expanding rapidly with a view to developing a UK-wide network of offices. The firm provides dedicated Envos Environmental Management System assessments, Energy Performance Certificates, Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM) audits, Display Energy Certificate surveys, Standard Assessment Procedure and Code for Sustainable Homes audits. 
About Anthony Collins Solicitors
Anthony Collins Solicitors, formed in 1973, is a full service commercial and private client law firm with a national reputation for advising businesses, not-for-profit organisations, local authorities, public sector bodies and individuals throughout the UK. The firm, which employs nearly 300 staff has adopted six themes which represent the outworking of its mission and the focus for delivering its service: adult health and social care, children and young people, enterprise, housing, transforming communities and faith communities.
